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202 Holiday Drive • Ardmore
226-8023OPEN LATE! OPEN LATE!

 Prime
 Rib

Served Friday and 
Saturday nights

(5:00 p.m. till gone)

 SALE
 AT JERRY’S GUN SHOP!
 C h r i s t m a s

 JERRY’S GUN SHOP
 715 GRAND AVE. • 223-8502

 Hours: 8:30-5:30 Mon.-Fri. • 8:30-5:00 Saturday

 Mugs  ❄  Flashlights
 Gun Cases  ❄  Pocket Knives

 Browning Hats & Shirts

 Landmark Bank in Ardmore cordially invites you to join us 
 for this year’s Christmas Open House celebration on 
 Wednesday, December 18 from 9 am to 5 pm.
 Refreshments will be served. 

 We want to say thank you to all of our customers and friends 
 and to have a safe and happy holiday season!
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ohio

Police chief’s 
wife in jail for 
shoplifting

AVON LAKE (AP) — 
The wife of a police chief in 
northeast Ohio is serving 
a 10-day jail sentence for 
shoplifting.

Elaine Freeman — wife 
of North Ridgeville Po-
lice Chief Mike Freeman 
— was sent to jail for 10 
days Tuesday for shoplift-
ing at a Kohl’s department 
store in nearby Avon.

Her attorney said she 
pleaded no-contest to petty 
theft. She’ll be on house ar-
rest for another 30 days.

It was the second time 
she has been convicted of 
shoplifting.

wisconsin

Man gets 145 
years for child 
sex assaults

RACINE, Wis. (AP) — A 
southeast Wisconsin man 
who recorded himself sex-
ually assaulting six young 
children gave a slight 
smirk as a judge admon-
ished him for his crimes, 
leaving the judge taken 
aback for a moment before 
he sentenced the Racine 
man to the maximum 145 
years in prison.

Alexander R. Richter, 
30, had just apologized 
for molesting a 2-year-old 
girl and five other young 
children.

O’Neal lawyers rest case 
over portrait by Warhol

Redmond O’Neal, left, Ryan O’Neal, center, and an unidentified man leave court 
for a lunch break on Thursday in Los Angles. Attorneys for O’Neal concluded their 
case in the actor’s bid to keep a version of an Andy Warhol portrait of his longtime 
partner Farrah Fawcett. The former couple’s son Redmond O’Neal was among the 
final witnesses. The associaTed Press
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doing and why.”
Pat Owens, certified family nurse 

practitioner, was encouraged to go to 
school by Smith and was one of 
the employees who was like 
family to Smith.

“I started as an x-ray 
technician, and one time 
we had a kid come in that 
had been in a wreck,” she 
recalls. “After a while, 
the kid was feeling better, 
started laughing and was 
able to walk out. I realized 
I had not gotten his vitals and 
panicked and told Dr. Smith. He 
asked, ‘Did he walk out?’ I said, 
‘Yes,’ and he told me, ‘I reckon he is 
okay’.”

Smith remained an active pilot 
throughout his life, and took Owen’s 
child up in his plane. Owens recalls 
that day and was able to smile … after 
the fact.

“I was outside and, all of a sudden, 
I heard a buzz,” she relates. “I looked 
up in the sky and I can see them in 
the plane, just smiling at me — they 
were so close.”

Linda Dixon, health information 
department manager, says Smith 
was easy to work for in how he ap-
proached his job and responsibili-
ties.

“He always had a smile, but he was 

always about business, too. If we had 
a problem in the department when 
he was chief of staff, we always had 
an answer from him. We worked very 
well together,” Dixon says.

Dixon was also one of the county 
residents whose family was treated 
by Smith. She recalls when her fa-

ther came to see Smith. 
“I came to him and asked 

him about my dad, but I 
used his real name instead 
of his nickname,” Dixon 
remembers. “He didn’t 
know my dad’s real name, 
because he only knew him 
by his nickname. And you 

could tell he was serious.”
In 1990, Smith, along 

with Dr. J.T. O’Connor and Dr. 
Hutchins, made a decision which 

would secure the future of the hos-
pital in Love County. With commu-
nity hospitals closing throughout the 
state, the three men agreed to blend 
their clinics into the hospital and join 
the staff as salaried workers. 

“We talked about it probably for six 
months or a year, weighing the pros 
and cons,” O’Connor says. “It was 
something the hospital needed and 
it was a chance to combine resources. 
One day, we literally showed up.”

“We had to close one wing of the 
hospital and use it for the clinic,” 
says Richard Barker, Mercy Hospital 
Love County administrator. “There 
were literally people sitting in the 
hallway.”

Barker said the vision of the men 

to see five years down the road and 
further into the future ensured Love 
County would have a hospital, which 
continues to grow and thrive. 

For now, the family of Smith, as 
well as friends and co-workers, are 
left to grieve for their friend as his 
loss is felt throughout the commu-
nity. 

“When I got here Tuesday, it was 
kind of quiet,” Hutchins says. “It was 
not the same, and I remember walk-
ing in and knowing things would 
never be the same.”

Counselors have been available to 
staff this week as they try to come to 
peace with their loss. 

“You can see the different aspects 
of realization, and you just wait for 
the endpoint,” Barker says. “The only 
constant is love, and everybody deals 
with it different.”

The community will honor Smith 
at 11 a.m. today during his funeral 
service in the Marietta school audi-
torium.

“I was 20 years old when he gave 
me a job,” says family friend Sissy 
Burge. “I was a kid, and they just 
took me in and taught me a lot. Not 
just about medicine, but about life. 
A lot was given up personally so the 
community could have healthcare 
for years. 

“He also leaves a huge void. So 
many people have no idea what it’s 
like to not have Dr. Smith in our com-
munity. He has always been there 
for us.”

@mPinedaard

LOS ANGELES (AP) 
— Ryan O’Neal’s attor-
neys on Thursday con-
cluded their defense of the 
actor in a lawsuit aimed 
at making him relinquish 
an Andy Warhol portrait 
of Farrah Fawcett that he 
says he has owned since 
1980.

The silkscreen por-
trait continues to hang in 
O’Neal’s beachside home, 
but the University of Texas 
at Austin wants a jury to 
determine that it should 
be handed over to the 
school in accordance with 
Fawcett’s final wishes.

The “Charlie’s Angels” 
star left the university 
all her artwork upon her 
death in June 2009.

O’Neal’s final witness-
es included Redmond 
O’Neal, his son with Faw-
cett, and a chiropractor 
who treated the actress 
and watched her work on 
her own sculptures.

Redmond O’Neal’s tes-
timony was limited by 
Superior Court Judge 
William MacLaughlin, 
who told attorneys on 
both sides that the three-
week case has featured 
too much testimony that 

has nothing to do with 
who owns the disputed 
artwork.

Redmond O’Neal told 
jurors that his mother 
didn’t like a reality TV 
producer who testified for 
the university. The pro-
ducer, Craig Nevius, said 
he believes Ryan O’Neal 
stole the portrait from 
Fawcett’s condominium.

Nevius provided foot-
age from Fawcett’s real-
ity show, and images and 
other information that 
was presented by uni-
versity attorneys in their 
bid to gain possession of 
the portrait. Experts said 
the artwork is worth any-
where from less than $1 
million to $12 million.

Nevius was called back 
to the stand Thursday, 
with university attorneys 
using some of the video 
footage his company shot 
for Fawcett’s reality show 
“Chasing Farrah” to try to 
bolster their case. In the 
footage, Fawcett shows off 
one of the Warhol por-
traits in her storage facil-
ity to a celebrity auction 
house owner and declares, 
“I have two.”

When questioned about 

why she needed two Warhols, Fawcett 
is heard saying she thought she would 
leave one to her son. She does not men-
tion O’Neal or indicate he has owner-
ship, but O’Neal’s attorneys contend 
the clips don’t prove the actress actually 
owned both portraits.

The actor’s case consisted largely of 
witnesses who knew Fawcett and re-

counted their recollections of conver-
sations with the actress about the two 
portraits Warhol created of her while 
she was filming a special for the TV 
show “20/20.”

A jury of six men and six women will 
begin their deliberations after closing 
arguments, which are expected to oc-
cur today.


